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What is SEO?

Any action intended to 
improve the organic ranking 
of a website or page.



Why is SEO Important?







SEO is important because it 
keeps your site visible all 
the time.



Basic SEO Theory

What happens when 
you perform a 
Google search?





Basic SEO Theory

How does Google
decide which sites are most 
relevant for a keyword?



Basic SEO Theory

We sell custom cigar humidors. 
Our custom cigar humidors are 
handmade. If you’re thinking of 
buying a custom cigar humidor, 
please contact our custom cigar 
humidor specialists at 
custom.cigar.humidors@example.
com.



Basic SEO Theory

•Over 200 different ranking 
signals
•Personalized Search
•RankBrain



Basic SEO Theory

•No Cheating!
•Penguin, Panda, Pigeon, 
Hummingbird, and Caffeine
•Hundreds of algo updates



Basic SEO Theory
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On-Page WordPress Optimizations

1. URL Structure
2. Themes
3. SEO Plugins
4. XML Sitemaps
5. META Titles
6. Search Console
7. Local Business Schema
8. Page Speed



#1). URL Structure

Ugly
www.yoursite.com/?p=123

Pretty
www.yoursite.com/contact-us/





#2). SEO Friendly Themes
Look for:
• “Mobile-Friendly” / Responsive Themes
• 60% of Searches now come from Mobile Devices



#3). SEO Plugins

First Released 2007 2008
Downloads 29,797,289 33,053,279
Free Version YES YES
Pro Version $79 single site $69 single site
License Yearly Yearly



#4). XML Sitemaps
www.yoursite.com/sitemap.xml



#5). META Titles



#6). Search Console

• An extremely powerful, FREE tool from Google
• Submit XML Sitemaps
• Identify broken links, duplicate content, and malware
• Very easy to implement



#7). Local Business Schema

• Important, especially in the age of Personalized Search and Mobile 
dominated results





#8). Page Speed

•Google likes FAST sites

•Page Speed directly impacts SEO metrics like 
Time on Site and Bounce Rate





#8). Page Speed

Tip: Use an image compression 
plugin like WP-SmushIt to 
improve page load times.



Recap

1. URL Structure
2. Themes
3. SEO Plugins
4. XML Sitemaps
5. META Titles
6. Search Console
7. Local Business Schema
8. Page Speed



What NOT To Do

•Don’t overload on free plugins
•Don’t create similar pages with 
duplicate content targeting
multiple cities

•Don’t buy paid links
•Don’t try to cheat your way to the top
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